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DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COMIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD
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JOSEPH L. HALLSEY

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137.11-1.

An Examner of the United States Coast CGuard conducted a
hearing at San Francisco, California, and, by order dated 13
Decenber 1956, suspended the Merchant Mariner's Docunent issued to
Appel I ant upon finding himguilty of msconduct. The specification
all eges in substance that while serving as a utility nmessman on
board the Anmerican SS CH NA BEAR under authority of the docunent
above described, on or about 13 Septenber 1956, while said vessel
was at sea, Appellant wongfully created a di sturbance aboard said
vessel

Appel l ant entered a plea of guilty and submtted a statenent
in mtigation admtting that he had been intoxicated. The
| nvestigating Oficer did not submt evidence in aggravation.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Exam ner concl uded that
t he charge and specification had been proved by plea. He then
entered the order suspending Appellant's Merchant Mriner's
Docunment No. Z-513887-D2 for a period of four nonths. This order
includes a prior three nonths' probationary suspension.

Based upon ny exam nation of the record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 13 Septenber 1956, Appellant was serving as utility messnman
on board the Anerican SS CH NA BEAR and acting under authority of
his Merchant Mariner's Docunment No. Z-513887-D2 while the ship was
at sea.

On this date, Appellant becanme intoxicated as a result of
dri nki ng whi sky. He created a disturbance.

Appellant's prior record consists of a three nonths'



suspension on twelve nonths' probation in June 1956 for offenses
commtted by Appellant while he was intoxicated.

BASI S OF APPEAL

This appeal has been taken from the order inposed by the
Exam ner. Appel  ant requests clenency on the ground that this
severe order is hardship on his famly. Appellant also requests
reconsi deration of the harsh order because the Master of the CH NA
BEAR woul d |i ke to keep Appellant on board.

OPI NI ON

Since the Examner's order includes a prior probationary
suspensi on of three nonths, Appellant received only an additi onal
suspensi on of one nmonth for the present offense.

In view of Appellant's prior record of offenses resulting from
intoxication, the order inposed is justified. Despite the personal
hardship to Appellant's famly and the desire of the Mster to

retain Appellant's services, the order will be sustained in the
hope that it wll dissuade Appellant from such conduct in the
future. The record indicates that, except for these periodic

| apses, Appellant's service has been commendabl e.
ORDER

The order of the Exam ner dated at San Francisco, California,
on 13 Decenber 1956, is AFFI RVED

A. C. R chnond
Vice Admral, United States Coast Guard
Conmmandant

Dat ed at Washington, D. C, this 8th day of My, 1957.



